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Shared infrastructure to manage and 
share resources across libraries and 

across communities. 

The WorldShare Platform 



The WorldShare Platform 

Shared data and services 

Open 

Option for collective innovation 



 OCLC’s WorldShare strategy 

App Gallery 

Platform  

Management 

Infrastructure 

Data 

Web Services 

Library Built Partner Built OCLC Built 

• Applications: Provide a single integrated 

set of management services for libraries to 

improve visibility and efficiency, including 

services from OCLC, partners and libraries 

• Web services: Make library data available 

to libraries and partners to build and share 

new services and applications, creating 

new value for libraries and their users 

• Data: Expand the range and types of 

library data represented and “connected” 

through WorldCat data hub 

• Infrastructure: Enable libraries to benefit 

from the efficiencies and flexibility of 

cloud, mobile and social technologies 

through a single global infrastructure 

 

 



Shared data and services 

Shared data about the world’s 
libraries.   

Find and get it. 



• Nearly 300,000,000 records 

• Over 2,000,000,000 library 

holdings 

• Over 470 languages 

• Community built and maintained by 

libraries and partners in 170 

countries and territories 

 



Every conceivable physical and electronic format 

Not just a monographic/book catalogue 

 

Popular, rare and one-of-a-kind resources 

Catalogued works span thousands of years and nearly every form of human 

expression.  

 

470+ languages from 112 countries and territories 

Records are constructed in many languages: WorldCat cataloging supports Arabic, 

Bengali, Chinese, Cyrillic, Japanese, Korean, Latin, etc.  

 

National catalogues increasingly represented 

OCLC continues to put much more of the "world" in WorldCat by partnering with 

national libraries from many countries. Any library is encouraged to contribute 

their collections to WorldCat.  Is every library  obliged to „un-lock‟ their 

collections. 

 

Quality metadata 

Records are maintained cooperatively by cataloguers and other information 

professionals; adhere to international standards; and are vetted by several OCLC 

and industry quality control programs.  

WorldCat: a global catalogue 

http://www.oclc.org/us/en/services/cataloging/default.htm
http://www.oclc.org/us/en/services/cataloging/default.htm
http://www.oclc.org/us/en/services/cataloging/default.htm
http://www.oclc.org/us/en/worldcat/catalog/national/default.htm


Books 

227 million 

As of 2 Apr  2013 

Maps: 4 million 

Scores: 6 million 

Visual materials: 11 million 

Serials: 11 million 

Sound recordings: 12 million 

Conf. proceedings: 13 million 

eBooks: 14 million 

Theses and dis.: 18 million 

Institutional repository 

records: 26 million 

Archival materials: 29 million 

Digital materials: 36 million 

Articles 

788 million 

WorldCat central index content 



A variety of interconnected services 

Cataloging 

and 

Metadata 

Resource 

Sharing and 

Delivery 

Digital                

Collection 

Services 

Reference & 

Discovery 



• A range of services that include integrated online cataloguing and other 

metadata delivery services: 

 

• Connexion   create, edit and export MARC/Authority records 

• Collection Builder automatically delivers and updates WorldCat  

   MARC records and maintains WorldCat holdings  

   for all or subsets of your collection.  

• License Manager consolidates link resolution, subscriptions, access, 

   licenses, and vendor and rights management.  

• Batch Processing  offline option to add records/holdings 

 

• Z39.50 client   option to use your LMS Z client 

Cataloging 

& 

metadata 



OCLC WorldShare Metadata Collection Manager 

Applications 

Infrastructure 

Data 

Services 

Collection Manager – 

now available 

• Manage metadata on 

physical, electronic, and 

digital collections of 

records 

• WorldCat holdings 

maintenance 

• MARC record delivery 

with custom editing 

options to supply data to 

discovery interfaces 

• Automatic update and 

delete notifications as 

collections and metadata 

change 

• Detailed reports 

 

Record 
Manager 

Collection 
Manager 



eContent is only getting bigger 



Problem: outdated models for e 

Photo courtesy www.newlife.org 







 



• WorldCat Resource Sharing: an established network of more than 9,500 

libraries who borrow and lend materials from “down the road” or “across 

the globe”. 

• A single source for library materials around the world  

• Decreases costs and saves time through integrated management of requests, 

loans and charges 

• Realize increased use of your collections  

• WorldCat Resource Sharing will fulfil more than 95 percent of your ILL 

requests  

• Your library only receives requests for items that you can supply based on 

your local rules  

 

Resource 

Sharing & 

Delivery 
Inter Library loans 



• New service will replace WorldCat Resource Sharing 

 

• Included in existing OCLC Resource Sharing subscriptions 

 

• The service will: 

• Add efficiencies and improve workflows 

• Support delivery of print and electronic materials 

• Promote member innovation with platform-driven APIs 

 

OCLC WorldShare™ Interlibrary Loan 



• Display of lender costs – speeds selection of appropriate 

lenders 

• Integrated buy-it options for staff – options to buy 

alongside borrow 

• Variable aging of requests – automatic entry of “enter my 

symbol twice” saves staff time 

• Display of item availability and shelf status + dynamic 

lender string based on item availability for WorldCat Local 

libraries – select lenders based on actual availability of 

needed item 

 

New and improved features 



Borrowing example 



Lending example 



Lending example 



• Digital Collection Management Software – CONTENTdm 

 

• WorldCat® Digital Collection Gateway - a self-service tool for 

uploading the metadata of any digital collection to WorldCat 

and the global platform this provides. 

 

• Digital Archive - a secure storage environment for you to 

easily manage and monitor the health of your master files and 

digital originals. 

 

 

 

e 

Digital 

Collection 

Services 



CONTENTdm manages all types of materials  

• Images - photographs, posters, 

postcards, paintings, etc. 

• Historical documents – journals,  

diaries, letters, etc. 

• Printed materials – newspapers, 

yearbooks, reports, PDFs, etc. 

• EAD Finding Aids 

• Audio/video – oral histories,  

historic films, lectures, etc. 

 





Tags 

example 

Comments 

example 

Comments example 
You don't know how happy I was to spot this picture. This is a 

photo of my grandmother. She was so proud of her days as a 

motorette and loved talking about it every chance she got. 

She died suddenly last August and we miss her very much. I 

love this picture of her, she has a great smile on her face. 

Thanks for posting it.     by Jon Murphy   

Tags 

example 



OCLC provides a suite of reference and discovery tools, some based solely on 

the unique strengths of WorldCat, others focus on “assisting remote users” 

• WorldCat Local – a web Discovery Interface.  Interacts with your ILS and 

Local ILL systems. 

• WorldCat.Org – a Web destination with search and social networking 

features that provides free discovery of YOUR collections and those of 

10,000-plus WorldCat libraries globally 

• QuestionPoint – a virtual tool allowing you to interactive with users, via 

email, Chat, co-browsing, either as a single institution or as part of a 

cooperative solution 

 

End User 

Services 

Discovery 



“…first thing I do, is, I go to Google… “ 

(Anonymous information seeker)  

We would like to “present Macedonia to the world, present its cultural 

heritage…” 
(Mile Bosheski, Director of the National Library of Macedonia, “Sv. Kliment Ohridski”) 

“The world does not know what we have in our holdings and our library…” 
(Viktorija  Kostoska, National Library of Macedonia, Sv. Kliment Ohridski) 

 

WorldCat.Org: 

• a platform to make valuable collections more visible to web users 

• increases global awareness of this rich culture and heritage, 

• directs users back to the library. 

 

 

 

 

WorldCat.Org: designed for the Google Age 



In contrast to the traditional view of WorldCat for cataloging,  
WorldCat.org includes: 

• Over 140 million additional article records 

• Digital Items harvested from partners and  
the WorldCat Digital Collection Gateway 

• Over 1.7 million reviews 

• Cover art in brief results 

• Partner API integration – e.g. Google API integration, EasyBib 

• User Generated/Social Content – reviews, lists, tags 

• Recommendations 

• Over 90 collections via WorldCat.org 

• And … linked data 

 

Added value of WorldCat.org 



profiles 
lists 

Saved searches 

reviews 

tags 

ratings 

Social networking tools 



Facebook apps 













  

“Moats and silos around content.” 



  

“Full text in one click.” 



  

“My library needs visibility 

everywhere.” 



Connect users to your collections: electronic, digital and 

physical with easy ways to get to items you own, license 

and those in the public domain 

Get users to what they need through intuitive links to licensed 

and open access full text, digital repositories, ILS systems, 

consortial borrowing systems, and resource sharing 

Expose your library where users are looking on their mobile 

phones, on Google, Facebook, citation sites like EasyBib 

and in learning management systems 

For discovery, are you looking to… 



• Single search of library collections  

users find all the items in your library’s collections, 

in one place 

• Knowledge base integration  

provides quick access to your e-resources  

• Real-time results 

availability listings are always current and accurate 

• Understand how users interact with the system:  

Enhancements based on ongoing usability testing 

What you get with WorldCat Local 



WorldCat Local 

 







WorldCat.org 

 

 

 

Consolidating interfaces 

WorldCat Local 

 

 

 

 

FirstSearch 

 

 

 

Single Discovery interface—multiple views, functionality 



Any Questions 


